
2. Teachers’ Comments
________________________________________________________

 00:00:09 At the beginning of this class period the students are participating in their daily
SSR (sustained silent reading). They read quietly for 10 minutes. The entire school
does this each day.

 00:00:48 The students do a daily “warm-up” activity that consists of between six and 10
problems. They are usually basic problems that are not related to each other in
operation or subject. I find that my students need constant practice with their basic
skills. This also helps to get them into a “math” frame of mind.

 00:01:47 Each day as the students enter the classroom they look to the “Today” board to see
what we’re doing that day and know to go right to the warm-up. This varies
occasionally, but overall it’s fairly consistent. I have found that the kids like this
structure and they like knowing what to expect each day.

 00:02:48 While the students are working on the warm-up, I go around to each one and check
their homework from the previous night. I check that it’s the correct assignment,
that it’s complete, and that they showed their work, not just answers. The problems
don’t have to be all correct for the student to get a “complete” for the assignment. I
do give partial credit for work that is not fully complete. I also give “NW”s for “no
work.” I record this daily in my record book (I transfer this information from the
sheet on the clip board).

 00:07:24 Although checking homework is time-consuming, I like to “check in” each day
with my kids to see how they’re doing, who’s slipping up, etc. This gives me an
opportunity to actually see how well the kids are grasping the concepts and also
lets me know if I need to go back and review certain things or just do more
repetition. Another aspect I really like about checking the work each day is that it
gives me that brief moment to connect with each one of my kids. I have been able
to pick up bits and pieces of information from them that has helped me avert
crises, make referrals to the proper people, and to sometimes just say, “hey, you
okay today?,” or “great performance or game last night,” or something similar.

 00:12:37 This is a game I teach my students at the beginning of each year. It’s called “24”
and the kids love it. In its most basic form, you put four numbers on the board
ranging from one to nine, without repeating a digit. They have to use all the
numbers at least once but not more than once. They can use any of the four
operations in three steps to come up with 24. There may be several possible
combinations for one set of four numbers.
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 00:15:04 Each day I put the completed homework on the overhead projector with all of the
work shown. Depending on the topic and difficulty, I either ask for the answers,
then show the work, or simply just show it all at once. I really encourage questions
and most of the time the kids will ask.

 00:20:23 Each week I put a different Math Quote on my board. They always relate to math
and life in general. On Fridays when they have a quiz or test, the last question asks
them to write what the quote means to them. I’ve received quite a few comical
answers and some excellent and insightful ones, too.

 00:20:54 I have a poster in my room that is my pride and joy and I tell the kids this. It’s a
picture of a large fist with the word MATH written across the knuckles and in bold
black letters at the bottom it says, MATH is POWER. Each day I prompt the kids
by saying, “Math is.......” and they say, “Power.” As I walk through the halls they
lift their fists and shout “Math is Power.” I love it!!!

 00:21:55 I always like to start each lesson relating it to real life and something with which
they can identify.

 00:24:55 I have the students take notes from my own notes that I put on the overhead. I
encourage them not to copy them word for word but to listen and then put their
own thoughts and ideas down. I want them to use mine as a guide. They use these
notes when doing their homework and on occasion I let them use these notes
during the chapter test.

 00:25:40 I am a huge Philadelphia sports fan and my students are not. I am constantly using
examples with my teams as opposed to theirs and they just groan. I find things like
this keep them in tune with the lesson.

 00:40:59 When ending the lesson I like to do some guided practice so I can check for
understanding and answer any questions they may have. This is also a great lead
into their homework.

 00:43:45 To avoid the dreaded question, “When will we ever use this in our lives?”, I
always try to find ways to relate the lesson to the students’ lives, just as I did when
starting the lesson. This also serves as a “wrap-up” to tie all concepts together.

 00:49:23 If, at the end of the period, there is any time left, the kids beg to play the “24”
game. As the year progresses they become quite good at it and love the
competitiveness of the game.
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