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1. Teacher's Comments
________________________________________________________

 00:00:00 General Comments: This is a culminating activity that will take two days for students to
complete for my meteorology unit. Students will use information we have been studying
to complete a weather map using an information sheet of U.S. cities and a printed
satellite weather map from a popular cable weather channel. The objective is to
determine whether students can synthesize what they have learned into a cohesive
whole picture. The completed map will show weather station models for each city,
fronts and pressure centers, and any significant weather conditions that exist across the
country. Students will then predict the weather for these cities, based on this
information. 

The first five minutes of class are spent taking care of organizational activities, so
interruptions don't occur later.

 00:01:50 I had realized the day before that many students were unclear about the location of
pressure centers in an air mass. This is a brief review of what we had covered with
emphasis on the more vague concepts that students seemed to misunderstand or for
which they needed more clarification.

 00:04:12 I was concerned that the student with his hand up was going to answer the question I
had asked before I was ready for an answer. As I scanned the room, I wanted to be sure
that most of the students had come to some conclusion before we discussed it as a class.
Too often many students don't seek the information, but wait for the "smart" kids to find
the answer.

 00:07:18 Eighth graders in the state of Michigan are required to take a state assessment test for
science and social studies every February based on state standards and benchmarks. The
meteorology section of the science test requires students to analyze weather maps
similar to the one on the screen. I have found that the more students become
comfortable with the format of a weather map, the more time they can spend just
answering what is being asked.

 00:08:40 I find it interesting that students can often recite definitions for vocabulary that they
need to know for a test, but have a difficult time understanding the concept that is being
taught. I try to find as many ways as possible to explain and demonstrate the concepts
and processes, using the vocabulary in context of the explanation.

 00:16:20 This is one of the difficulties of writing your own activity sheets. I had designed the
information sheet for the U.S. cities, then added the instructions without actually doing
the activity myself. The sequence of instructions was somewhat out of order, causing
some confusion for students.

 00:19:42 In a small rural school district, such as in the one I teach, one of the challenges we face
is the influx of transient students. When a student has been moved around from school
to school, and then misses an average of two to three days a week of instruction, it is
difficult to meet his needs and keep the rest of the class moving forward. This particular
student was only with us for one card marking (approximately ten weeks).

 00:20:20 I try to only spend 15 to 20 minutes talking to students, knowing that they probably hear
very little of what I am saying beyond that. The instructions for this activity took much
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longer than I like to spend.
 00:25:55 Students often get confused with the difference between humidity and dew point. They

had been instructed to put the dew point at the bottom left side of the station model;
however, many wanted to put the humidity on the model, knowing that it has a
relationship with dew point, but unclear as to what that relationship was.

 00:28:48 This was a group of students who found learning very challenging. I felt I needed to
keep the frustration level low by re-explaining much of what we had covered in class on
previous days. I feel it's important that students who have struggled in the classroom
setting experience some success, and maybe even begin to enjoy the learning
experience.

 00:34:14 The "banners" hanging around the classroom are seat covers for a director's chair. Each
year I purchase a new cover, then at the end of the year I have all the students sign it. It
is their banner of honor or rite of passage. Many who have moved on to high school
return to my room just to read the chair from the year they were in eighth grade.

 00:34:57 At the beginning of the lesson, every attempt was made to review any material the
students may not have remembered or understood. Unfortunately, when teaching the
adolescent, the unanticipated usually becomes the reality. Case in point . . .

 00:38:49 One of my favorite things as a teacher is watching and listening to students process
information, and then satisfy their need to know once they figure something out.

 00:42:18 I use many different resources when I teach a unit. For my meteorology unit, I get
information from the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration, cable
weather stations, teacher resources, and other Internet resources. Unfortunately, not all
the information is exactly the same, so students are often expected to interpret the
similarities of each of the different resources. I believe this encourages them to be more
flexible and better problem solvers when trying to accomplish a task.

 00:46:00 This was the perfect opportunity to find out if the student I was most concerned about,
regarding hearing and following directions, could repeat them. He had apparently been
listening.

 00:47:37 It is becoming increasingly obvious that the class period is winding down and that the
next period is lunch, as students and I are becoming more easily distracted from the task
at hand.

 00:53:33 One skill that I believe eighth graders need a great deal of practice with is negotiation
and debate. They often feel that if they disagree with someone, that it means they are
being confrontational. The more aggressive students do become confrontational, but the
more timid students usually say nothing at all and just go along with the group. This
activity allows for debate without confrontation, and also forces the students to reason
and use what they've learned to defend their opinion.

 00:54:38 We had been having problems with student behavior in the hallway. In an attempt to
quiet things down and temper nudging, pushing, and shoving, we had a couple of days
of "zero tolerance" in the halls between classes for the entire junior high school. It
worked quite well, as we had no major problems for the rest of the school year.
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