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2. Teacher's Commentary
________________________________________________________

 00:00:04 Before the video starts, I would like to say that I normally teach my kids in pairs. Every
other pair of students can therefore turn their desks around to make groups of four.

 00:00:12 This lesson is a follow-up lesson of understanding slope and learning how to graph
linear equations. I know I have nearly one-third of my kids already with the knowledge.
However, I am relying on them to help the others struggling in their groups. Every
group has at least one student who is knowledgable.

 00:00:38 I also love to teach 40-minute lessons where most of the time is spent on an assignment
instead of having the students listening to me lecture or watching me do problems on
the overhead. I like this lesson because I am able to informally assess where they are as
I walk around and observe their work and effort.

 00:00:56 This lesson is handwritten and designed by me to supplement our textbook.

 00:02:03 I always strive to get my kids to drive my lesson. Their interaction with me will decide
whether my lesson is successful or not.

 00:02:05 This is a key point of my lesson since I am directing the students to graph either by the
linear equation's slope and y-intercept or by making a table. I know they need to master
both methods, but I believe mastering one method will eventually lead to mastering the
other.

 00:02:38 Teaching this lesson is exhausting, especially when I may have to repeat it at least four
more times the same day. However, I always try to at least acknowledge every one of
my students, and again I get a mental note/barometer of how each one is progressing.

 00:03:25 I want to point out that I use a 5 4 3 2 1 0 countdown to get the attention of the class.

I also expect each student is the master of his/her own education. It really worries me
when I do group work, that some of the students rely too heavily on others in their
group. They all know, however, that they will individually have to demonstrate their
knowledge on the follow-up assessments.

In the future, I may change my lesson here by having everyone do the graphs. On the
other hand, I also wanted to utilize the larger grid paper for visual effect, and also
wanted to promote teamwork/communication, not just individual work.

 00:04:11 I always try to keep the math simple, so I hope that the kids realize that Algebra really
is not that complex. Using zero and multiples of the fractional slopes are some effective
means of getting all students to at least make tables.
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 00:05:43 I really enjoy the lesson when the students are engaged in conversation with me. I want
them to trust me and therefore ask questions whenever they need help. Some of my
students really concern me because they are not proficient with their basic facts. I don't
let them use calculators in order to force them to do calculations mentally.

 00:17:45 I always try to emphasize any negative numbers.

 00:19:18 I am feeling good about the lesson at this point. I already know that most of the kids are
improving on their linear graphing. I am a little upset that some students are not
engaged in the lesson.

 00:20:17 This is the next key point of my lesson. I am hoping to emphasize the difference
between positive and negative slopes.

 00:22:21 I now have some groups a little behind the others, but most feel to me that they are
progressing at their own paces.

 00:23:57 I know at this point that another day will be partly used to follow-up and discuss slopes,
parallel and perpendicular lines.

 00:27:02 Here was a student who hopefully understands what positive and negative slope really
means.

 00:28:22 I like how I always tried to make each group have a little mini-lesson with me.

 00:32:06 I realize that the lesson will have to continue the next school day. I therefore want to get
the kids to reflect on the day's lesson. I will address the kids a few minutes later to
prompt them on the quickwrite.

 00:35:12 It stills amazes me how these kids desire so much of your attention.

 00:36:38 Jessica is the strong one in this group. I noticed that the others were relying on her
totally.

 00:38:14 Closure time!!!!!! I am feeling good, because most of them put forth considerable effort.
As a teacher, it is so frustrating when some students do not put forth the effort or show
little interest. Yet, they will be the first ones to complain that I did not teach the subject
matter well enough. The reality is that they did not put forth the effort. With little effort
comes little learning from the student.

 00:43:18 Normally, I collect work on a daily basis, but I knew that there was some follow-up
needed the next class day. I therefore wanted the material in front of them as we go
over and discuss the lesson.
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