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1. Teacher's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:00 General Comments: This is an eighth-grade VWO class (Pre-University Education).

The subjects in this chapter are digestive system, excretory system, and respiratory
system. In this section (section 2.4) we discuss the relationship between these organ
systems and our health. The students worked through the materials both independently
and as a class. Afterwards, they corrected their work using answer books. I check every
few weeks whether the weekly assignment and the corrections have been done
satisfactorily.

Each week students get a weekly assignment. They can plan when they will work on
biology during the week. They have two biology lessons per week. These hours are
filled with independent work, whole-class instruction, lab work, or material that is
related to the topic, like organ donating in this lesson. 

Our school has seven hours a week where students can choose to work with a particular
teacher and subject area of their choice. This is called, "KWT," which stands for Choice
Work Hour. During this time, they have the opportunity to correct their assignments,
make up a lab, and ask the teacher questions. 

Goal of this lesson: Students can learn about organ systems from the book. Along with
some simple lecturing, it is easy to learn the information. However, it is difficult for
students to see how this subject matter relates to their everyday lives. That's why I pay
particular attention to the issue of organ donation. I have students think about organ
donation, discuss it with their classmates, and form a preliminary point of view. 

 00:01:33 This class works very independently. It would be convenient if they had finished the
weekly assignment, but that was not necessary. The weekly assignment is due in the
next lesson. 

 00:02:03 Each teacher in our school is a mentor to a group of students. The mentor teacher keeps
track of students' grades and their behavior. If they are concerned about anything, they
can talk with the students, and if necessary, to the parents as well. The mentor hour is
an hour reserved to speak with the students about their grades and other important
matters. 

 00:03:07 By asking students what they already know, students are more involved with the topic,
and they will better remember the information. 

 00:04:40 Although there is a picture in the book, I show them my own donor registration card. It
makes it more real for the students. They quickly understand that this is a real-life issue,
which they will have to deal with at some point.

 00:04:56 It is important for students to be able to think for themselves. They need to figure out
what information is necessary when forming an opinion on a particular topic. Students
shouldn't look at their neighbor's work; instead, they have to realize that their own
opinion is just as important.

 00:05:03 This question connects the remaining parts of the chapter to today's lesson. Therefore, I
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am really asking something they already know. 
 00:06:05 I walk around the classroom. This keeps students working more seriously and allows me

to monitor their progress.
 00:07:43 When I discipline a student who is talking out of turn, I want them to know that I am

really bothered by it. These students understand this. 
 00:10:22 I regret that I did not know whether lung transplants are possible. 
 00:14:58 I indicate beforehand how much time students have to complete the assignment, but by

walking around I can see whether or not they need more time. I believe you should give
students enough time to think about what they should write, and sometimes this takes a
little longer than anticipated. However, if too much time is given, the students who are
finished early will start chatting off topic, and it will be difficult to regain their attention.

 00:15:39 I think it is important for students to look at an issue from two (or more) points of view.
 00:19:05 It is impossible to form an opinion without listening to other opinions. Therefore, I let

them discuss their arguments for and against organ donation. I hope they will adjust and
refine their opinions. 

 00:26:32 I do not tell them what is right or wrong, but if students have incorrect facts, I want to
correct them. That's why I discuss their answers briefly. 

 00:35:10 If you want them to form an opinion, you also have to give them negative or more
complicated information. They have to know all the ins and outs.

 00:36:59 Since this is a difficult subject that I am bringing up, I have to remember that students
will have a lot of questions that I need to address. Students often stay after the bell rings
to ask me these questions.

 00:38:09 I have asked them to give their opinion. I do not want to influence them, but I should
reciprocate and tell them my position on the matter. In addition, I show them that is was
a difficult decision for me too, and that it is very important to discuss this issue with
your family. 

javascript:_sp('365167');
javascript:_sp('463000');
javascript:_sp('622733');
javascript:_sp('899933');
javascript:_sp('940300');
javascript:_sp('1145000');
javascript:_sp('1592000');
javascript:_sp('2110000');
javascript:_sp('2219000');
javascript:_sp('2289300');

