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3. National Research Coordinator's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:00 General Comments: The lower grades of secondary education consist of three school
types: 1. Pre-vocational secondary education (VMBO) that prepares students for upper
secondary vocational education (for entry to senior general secondary education and the
job market). 2. Senior general secondary education (HAVO) that prepares students for
university professional education. 3. Pre-university education (VWO) that prepares
students for university and university professional education. 

In primary education (through grade six), science is integrated. In the first two years of
secondary education (eighth grade is the second year of secondary education), the
disciplines physics/chemistry, biology, and geography (geography contains areas of
earth science) are taught [separately]. The Attainment Targets for the Basis Secondary
Education (from August 1, 1998) indicates the direction of the content of [the lower
grades of secondary] education and calls attention to general cross-disciplinary targets
(1. Cross-disciplinary themes; 2. Learning to do; 3. Learning to learn; 4. Learning to
communicate; 5. Learning to reflect upon the learning process; 6. Learning to reflect
upon the future). The series of textbooks used in schools, which the teachers base their
lessons on for the most part, are based on these attainment targets.

This lesson is taught to a VWO class.

The general comment from the teacher illustrates the relative autonomy of Dutch
schools to determine method and content (within the given framework) of education.

 00:01:55 The teacher calls on students’ sense of responsibility for their own learning. This is an
important cross-disciplinary target of Dutch education. 

 00:04:40 By showing her own donor registration card the teacher makes the lesson more life-like
to students. Creating real-life contexts is an important target of Dutch education. 

 00:08:56 The teacher shows how different opinions can be discussed with respect, adding to the
communication skills that are important in the cross-disciplinary targets. 

 00:19:05 Students have to discuss their decisions in small groups. In this way, among others, the
communication skills (one of the cross-disciplinary targets of [the lower grades of]
secondary education) are addressed.

 00:26:40 The teacher shows a lot of respect for personal opinions, which stimulates students not
to be afraid to give their own opinions. 

javascript:_sp('0');
javascript:_sp('116833');
javascript:_sp('281333');
javascript:_sp('536000');
javascript:_sp('1145000');
javascript:_sp('1600000');

