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1. Teacher's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:00 General Comments: The class is HAVO/VWO class (Senior General Secondary
Education/Pre-University Education), with many students who work hard at getting
good grades. The atmosphere of the class is good; students like each other and have a
positive attitude towards me as their teacher. 

I only found out the day before that this lesson was to be filmed; therefore, I had to tell
the students at the beginning of the hour. 

A theory lesson usually consists of a 20- to 25-minute explanation. After that students
work independently, and I walk around to motivate and clarify difficult concepts
individually or in small groups. 

In the beginning of the lesson I tell students what we will be doing. This provides them
with a good structure so they know what to expect for the next 40 minutes. 

 00:00:47 The two previous lessons were cancelled. One was because of a mandatory BAVO test
that I was not told about. The other was because of a sports day, which was an oversight
on my part. This filmed lesson is the last lesson before a test week, so we had to catch
up on a lot of work (two lessons). Therefore, I quickly go over the most important
things, then give students time to work on their assignments independently so they can
ask me questions if they have any problems.

 00:01:17 I want to make clear that there is a big difference between how the iris and the lens
work. I emphasize the terms radial muscles and ciliary body because these two terms
are often confused with one another. 

 00:01:37 Students have worked on a project about diseases in relation to the chapter on blood and
blood circulation. I will return their work with the grade at the end of the lesson. If I did
this in the beginning, it would take a lot of effort to regain their attention. They always
want to look at each other's project. 

 00:01:59 This student arrives late, which happens a lot. I want to make it clear that I noticed her
tardiness. 

 00:02:12 In order to save time, I give students a copy of the answer book instead of going over
the answers together in this period. Normally, I let students correct their work
independently at the beginning of the hour. On occasion, I ask for their notebooks to
check whether or not they did the homework, and to monitor how they are correcting
their own work. 

 00:03:13 Not only does this student arrive late to class, she also responds more slowly to my
requests than the other students. Saying something to this student has a positive effect
on her, as well as the rest of the class. If this student is ready, then the rest of the class
is too. 

 00:04:06 By comparing the eye to a camera, I hope that students are better able to remember the
parts of the eye and their functions. I explain the eye in detail because I know there are
several difficult comprehensive questions about the eye in the upcoming exam. 

 00:09:45 I have to try to regain their attention because students just found out that the following
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period has been cancelled. 
 00:11:18 By saying, "your neighbor may think with you," I signal to students that they could ask

somebody else if they do not know the answer. In this way, the majority of the class
will start to think actively.

 00:12:16 Students know that the questions at the end of the test count heavily towards the grade,
and that these questions are more difficult. Just memorizing everything will not be
enough. These questions intend to sort potential VWO (Pre-University Education)
students from potential HAVO (Senior General Secondary Education) students. Almost
all students in this class aim for the VWO (Pre-University Education) level. 

 00:17:21 I return grades publicly here. I usually announce grades publicly because students want
to know what scores other students received. If I don't return the grades publicly but
hand it to them, they all start shouting out their grades to one another. This is a bigger
disturbance, and we lose more time. Because this was a BAVO test, and the subjects
covered do not reoccur in the next test, I do not go over the content with the class. 

 00:19:48 The students haven't written down all the answers yet. I want them to think about the
answers independently as much as possible during this hour. Some students would be
tempted to copy the answers if they are given them beforehand. 

 00:20:42 At this point, I am going to walk around the classroom and check with all students to
see how far they got. Students with questions can address me at this point. I continue to
walk around so I can check whether students are making enough progress during this
independent time. Certain students need to be regularly motivated by me.

 00:22:29 These students apparently need additional motivation to keep working. Students pay
more attention to the videographer, who is making close-up shots of students' work. 

 00:26:14 Students aren't allowed to chew gum, but I didn't see the point in creating a lot of fuss
about this in the last hour. So I only make a brief comment. 

 00:27:02 I keep stressing that they have to fully understand the information in "Enrichment
Material 3" so they can answer comprehensive questions about this subject. 

 00:36:03 I am explaining that I have discussed the grading policy with my colleague, who also
teaches eighth grade. 

 00:40:22 End of the last biology lesson. I advise the students once again to study well. 
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