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1. Teacher's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:00 General Comments: When this lesson was filmed, I had been a teacher for three years.
The class had been informed about the filming and its purpose in advance, therefore
they were fairly relaxed at the beginning of the lesson. This is an eighth-grade VWO
class [Pre-University Education] consisting of 24 students who are able to work well
independently. 

 00:00:16 I am supposed to take attendance from the seating chart in the classbook. I usually ask
the students whether someone is absent because that is a lot faster, especially since they
are seated differently in this lab room than the seating chart of a regular classroom. It is
my experience with this class that they tell me honestly when someone is absent. 

 00:00:58 I usually refer back to what was done in the previous lesson. In the previous lesson we
did an experiment, determining the boiling point of water, which was not discussed
publicly due to lack of time. 

 00:01:43 I try to have as much interaction with the class as possible. Therefore, I start the
discussion, but let the students complement my story. This way I can also check who
understands the material and who doesn't. It also allows me to check my pace when
presenting new material.

 00:02:44 I am trying to introduce the relevance of accuracy by giving an example from daily
practice. 

 00:04:31 I explain in detail how to read and record the measured value because neither the
textbook nor the workbook explains this. Teaching practical skills is a mandatory
component of the curriculum for junior high (grades seven through nine).

 00:08:24 I seldom use the blackboard because I find it hard to write and talk at the same time; I
don't want to turn my back to the students and I have bad handwriting. I limit the use of
the blackboard to explanations with drawings and to indicate the main objectives of the
lesson (I think it's important to let students know what to expect so that the lesson can
run smoothly).

 00:12:10 I am trying to change their attitude towards practical work, to teach them that it is not
about writing down what they expect from the theory, but that they should actually
record the measured values and think about the explanation for the observed differences.

 00:14:21 Before discussing an experiment that is relatively easy, both in terms of the theory
behind it and the actual work, I usually have the students do an experiment themselves
first, if the experiment is relatively easy in terms of the theoretical background and
procedures. Then there is an element of surprise to the experiment. Here, I do explain
the terms suspension and emulsion because otherwise it is too hard to answer the
questions with the experiment. However, I am not using the term emulsifier during the
explanation. We will come back to that at the beginning of the next lesson. 

 00:15:22 Book bags are not allowed in the aisles during lab work; they have to be stored
underneath the table at the side of the classroom. 

 00:15:50 The teaching assistant enters the classroom to demonstrate the experiment. The role of
the teaching assistant is to prepare materials, prepare experiments, demonstrate (if
needed) how an experiment is done, and together with the teacher help students during
practical work.
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 00:16:39 For students with very small heads we have some smaller safety glasses.
 00:17:10 Our local soccer club lost an important match the night before. During practical work I

enjoy interacting with the students on a more personal level. 
 00:17:33 A little teasing increases my enjoyment in teaching. 
 00:19:11 At the beginning of the year, students get a study guide for the entire year so they know

exactly what homework has to be completed by when. The homework is also on the
board, but this is not really necessary because they can find the information in their
study guide. 

 00:19:18 I am very strict about following safety guidelines, such as wearing safety glasses and a
lab coat. I always wear safety glasses myself to set the right example. 

 00:19:48 The classbook contains a seating chart, student attendance, homework, and upcoming
tests that are also written down, amongst other things. Each week, one student is
responsible for maintaining this classbook.

 00:22:40 The students have their own answer books, which they can leave at home or bring to
school. There are also answer books in the classroom in the white binders. Students can
choose whether to correct their work at school or at home. I publicly check homework
at random (about 15 times in a year), but I check weaker students more often and
individually, like with Walter. 

 00:25:05 Again in the interest of safety, chairs have to be put underneath the tables as much as
possible to clear the areas where people walk. 

 00:26:36 When I ask about their situation at home I often get surprising stories. 
 00:28:46 Whenever there is practical work, I assign two or three students to be on duty. They

have to make sure all the lab coats are hung up properly, materials used are put back,
sinks are clean, etc. 

 00:32:15 Students who are finished with their practical work can either continue with their
homework or correct their previous homework. 

 00:32:53 The homework is in the study guide so I don't have to write it on the blackboard, but
most students prefer if I make it easy for them. I give in to them and write the
homework on the board because it is important to me that they understand what is
expected. 

 00:34:58 The boys on duty are ready to take the lab coats from the other students, something that
is not mandatory and unusual. 

 00:35:28 A student writes the homework in his school calendar. Normally, every chapter has a
section A (the introduction) and a section B (in-depth). Some students are confused
because in this chapter section B is missing. 

 00:39:57 I don't answer Walter's question about calculating the density because I consider his
question annoying. His question is from a previous chapter (the homework he didn't do)
when he should have been working on the new material. 

 00:39:57 I usually end the lesson a minute before the bell rings. 
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