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3. National Research Coordinator's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:21 The compulsory education in the Czech Republic is nine years long and is provided at
elementary schools which are attended by Czech pupils. An elementary school consists
of first level (grades one through five) and second level (grades six through nine). On
the first level sciences are taught in integrated form. On the second level sciences are
divided into subject areas. Students are first introduced to biology and physics (usually
in sixth grade). Chemistry is taught in eighth and ninth grade. This particular lesson was
videotaped at the beginning of eighth grade when students are being introduced to basic
terms. 

 00:01:11 At the beginning of the lesson teachers usually examine selected students at the board,
and they evaluate their performance by assigning a grade. This grade usually serves as
the basis for the final grade in a subject. An examination also provides an opportunity to
review the topics covered in previous lessons. In this particular lesson the teacher is not
examining. He is reviewing with the whole class. Performance and activity of students
during this "informal" review is usually evaluated by so called small grades. These
grades play a less significant role in an assignment of the final grade. 

 00:01:41 Most of the schools contain special science classrooms that allow the teachers to
perform the experiments. Some teachers carry out demonstrations in physics and
chemistry; their frequency is however rather small. The students usually do not
experiment at all during an ordinary lesson. In some schools they may have an
opportunity to experiment through elective classes, but that's rather exceptional. This
particular lesson represents the use of experiments and the development of a topic
beyond the standard norms. 

 00:19:00 The teacher is writing notes on the board, and students are copying them in their
notebooks. Notebooks and notes are the main sources for preparing for examinations.

 00:21:30 In chemistry the teacher may use some previous knowledge that students gained in
physics classes. 

 00:44:04 The teacher is referring to the pages of the textbook with the topics covered during the
lesson. Students may use the textbook as an additional source. This is mainly if they
don't understand information in their notebooks or something that was said by the
teacher.
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