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2. National Research Coordinator's Comments
________________________________________________________

 00:00:38 To begin the lesson and introduce the concepts, the teacher gets all the students to come
to the front of the room. He passes around a sheet which contains information relating
to the demonstration. He outlines the procedure of how students should ask the
questions and encourages them to do so. He poses a philosophical question about the
natural state of an object. Australian science teachers tend to use the first part of the
lesson reviewing what was done in the previous lesson, or motivating the students to the
content of the current lesson.

 00:14:30 The use of historical content, argument, and discussion helps to clarify the problem the
students are dealing with. The teacher is careful not to discourage students whose
answers are not strictly correct and thereby encourages all students' participation. The
discussion then moves to a more familiar context for the students.

 00:29:58 The class has moved smoothly into the practical session. The teacher, who has a good
relationship with the students, has dealt quietly with a couple of students who needed to
re-focus. Teachers in Australia will generally use this strategy as a first step, rather than
a public discussion.

 00:33:03 As the students are doing the experiment, the teacher moves from group to group to
ensure that each of the students understands the requirements of the activity and is
recording the results of the trials.

 00:40:02 In talking to the students the teacher is careful not to answer all of the questions posed
by the students. The teacher believes that some questions are best left with the students
to think about and discuss later.

 00:57:26 The students return all the equipment back to the front bench, and the teacher has set
aside some time to discuss the results. The teacher directs the discussion carefully, and
draws together the students' observations.

 01:01:05 At over one hour, this is quite a long lesson by Australian standards. Some schools will
combine two lessons during the week to make a double lesson.
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