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2. National Research Coordinator's Comments
________________________________________________________

 00:01:46 The teacher carries out a brief revision of what the students learned in the previous
lesson. The teacher uses question/answer techniques to do this.

 00:02:04 The teacher also checks through the homework that was set after the last lesson.
Sometimes teachers will go around and check each student's work individually, or as in
this case, go through the work on the board, making sure that every student has the
correct details.

 00:04:58 The teacher has made an effort to brighten up the classroom with stimulating posters
which can be seen on the teacher's bench behind him. This will most likely happen if
the teacher is always in the same room—this does not always happen because of the
constraints of the timetable.

 00:08:14 The teacher is taking advantage of video technology to demonstrate the techniques
involved in the dissection. An increasing number of schools have these facilities.

 00:12:46 The students have been told that they will be assessed on the quality of the dissection.
This probably wouldn't happen in every lesson. In Australia students are assessed on a
range of criteria, often including their competence in laboratory work. Assessments also
may include knowledge tests, research assignments using library or Internet resources,
and assessments of their knowledge of science investigation as a way of solving
problems.

 00:13:28 The teacher has dealt with the late comer on a one to one basis rather than using whole-
class time to reprimand the student.

 00:15:14 The teacher is moving around from group to group to check not only on the progress of
the dissection, but also to take the opportunity to talk to one of the students about their
lateness to class. Students are focused on the task and are asking questions about the
dissection and the structure of the kidney.

 00:21:58 At this stage of the lesson the teacher is checking that each of the students has learnt the
parts of the kidney and is moving them onto the next stage of the lesson—completing
the worksheet and coloring in the diagram.

 00:24:14 Students seem to be well motivated to getting a good mark on their worksheet. In going
through the answers on the board the teacher is keen to ensure that they all have the
correct terminology.

 00:27:44 To keep the students occupied during the time that he is going from group to group, the
teacher has given them a "find-a-word," a puzzle that has the names of the parts of the
kidney disguised in a lot of letters. This is a good exercise in word recognition, and it
reinforces the lesson content.

 00:32:00 In assigning marks publicly, the teacher is careful to be encouraging to those who didn't
score as well as the others, and he has assessed his own dissection as being inferior to
all of them.
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