
1/14/11 11:56 AMIndividual Commentary

Page 1 of 1file:///Users/LabAdministrator/Desktop/TIMSS%20Supplemental%20Materials/Science%20Supplemental%20Materials/AU/AU1/AU1%20NRC.htm

2. National Research Coordinator's Comments
________________________________________________________

 00:01:15 This lesson covers an area of science that is not necessarily found in all curricula in
Australia—forensic science.

 00:01:23 It is not unusual for science teachers in Australia to create a reasonably informal
environment for the exchange of ideas in the classroom, hence the teacher's plea for the
students to stop being so formal

 00:04:12 Although the teacher has moved to the back of room, the discussion continues.
Australian science rooms are often divided into a space where the students carry out
practical work and a space where they work from books or take notes.

 00:11:06 It's obvious that the students and the teacher have a good relationship as is evidenced by
the interchange about "acting."

 00:11:42 The situation of having the students carrying out the activity while the teacher circulates
is very common in Australia. There are normally around three or four students in a
group. Notice also that the teacher engages the students in non-task oriented
conversation—e.g. about the girl's braces on her teeth.

 00:11:52 The teacher is using a mixture of resources—a textbook that the students read for
guidance in doing the activity and a worksheet to record results.

 00:12:19 There has been a lot of preparation of equipment and materials for this lesson. In
Australia, this is usually done by a laboratory assistant who is not a teacher.

 00:27:02 The teacher has made sure that during the lesson, he has moved around and seen all
groups at work and helped if necessary.

 00:36:59 The teacher has given encouragement to the students who have tried a slightly different
method. Australian lessons tend to be flexible.

 00:40:44 Note that most of the students have now moved back to their desks to complete the
writing up of the activity, and that the teacher is directing his efforts to making sure that
the equipment is returned and the room tidy. There is an expectation among science
teachers in Australia that when they go into a room at the beginning of a lesson, that it
will be clean.

 00:42:37 To finish the lesson, the teacher has directed the students to some questions in the
textbook.
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